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[ Abstract] Objective:In the present study, patent quantity and distribution of traditional Chinese medicine
in Beijing, Shanghai and Guangdong province were selectedand analyzed their from 2001 to 2010, which could offer
some clues for its development and distribution. Method: Chinese medical intellectual property web was used to
inquire the numbers of traditional chinese medicines in Beijing, Shanghai and Guangdong province from 2001 to
2010. Furthermore, the distribution of patents was also analyzed. Result: The ranking of total patent quantity in the
three regions from 2001 to 2010 was Beijing, Shanghai and Guangdong province. The quantity of the three region
reached peak from 2003 to 2006. However, the quantity showed decreased trend from 2006 to 2010. From 2001 to

2010, the patents were mainly centered in the individuals and enterprises rather than the institutes and scientific
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research. Conclusion:The data suggested that the government should give guideline for the institutes, universities
and enterprises to improve the research and development in traditional chinese medicine, pay more attention to the
intellectual property right protection, push the research achievement to the market and make Chinese traditional
medicine into the global.

[ Key words] medical intellectual property; traditional Chinese medicine; patent; patent applicant
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